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A NEW SPECIES OF STENOSMYLUS FROM NEW ZEALAND. 


BY ROBERT McLACHLAN, F.R.S., &c. 


For this very pretty, and apparently very variable, little Stenos- 
mylus | am indebted to Mr. G. V. Hudson, F.E.S., who has done, and 
is doing, much to increase our knowledge of the Neuroptera of New 
Zealand. 

STENOSMYLUS STELLE, sp. nov. 


Of the form and structure of S. incisus, MeL., and S. citrinus, McL., but 
nearly one-half smaller. 

Head and thorax (including antenne and palpi) dull reddish-brown varying to 
fuscescent, the face and basal portion of the antennee often paler. Pronotum usually 
darker on the sides, about one-half longer than broad, narrower than the head, the 
lateral margins nearly parallel, a deep transverse sulcus shortly before the posterior 
end; it is rather sparingly clothed with somewhat bristly yellowish hairs. Legs 
yellowish, somewhat dingy, with pale hairs; occasionally (especially in the ? ?) 
the base and apex of the femora and of the tibiw, and the tips of the tarsal joints, 
are brownish or fuscescent. Abdomen blackish in the dry insect: in one sex (pro- 
bably the ?) at the ventral apex there is a pair of closely applied geniculated and 
articulated valves clothed with pale hairs ; the rest of the abdomen with only a few 
scattered hairs on the sutures. 

Wings—in the anterior the ground colour may be termed pale brownish-yellow 
(varying much in intensity), in which are large whitish spaces, viz., three large sub- 
quadrate spots on the inner margin; a large, badly limited and very irregular 
discal space beyond the middie of the wing, usually connected with the third spot 
on the inner margin; and a nearly circular spot below, and slightly beyond, the 
pterostigma ; the spots on the inner margin are separated by dark smoky-brown 
spaces, and the other pale markings are margined with dark smoky-brown; the 
inner margin narrowly dark smoky-brown, with whitish interruptions in the excised 
apical portion; the costal edge is also alternately whitish and dark brown; the 
pterostigma very dark brown, with a paler spot near its inner end (these markings 
give the wings a prettily variegated appearance) : neuration mostly pale, but whitish 
in the pale spaces,and with the gradate nervules, and some other portions, blackish ; 
costal nervules mostly simple ; sector with about nine branches. Posterior wings 
pale brownish-yellow, without darker markings (except the pterostigma), but with 
three large whitish spaces, one at the anal angle, one discal beyond the middle, 
and one below the pterostigma. 

Length of body, 9-10 mm. Expanse, 30-32 mm. 


Hab.: Wainuiomata River, about 17 miles from Wellington, New 
Zealand, November, 1898 (Hudson, No. 57). I have examined four 
examples. Named (by request) after Mr. Hudson’s little daughter 
Stella. 


Var. CONNEXUS, var. nov. 


Differs from the type form in the whitish markings of the anterior wings being 
absent, but their position is indicated by the dark markings which remain. The 
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posterior wings are wholly pale brownish-yellow, excepting the dark brown ptero- 
stigma. 


Hab. : as in the type form (Hudson, No. 14+). I have examined 
two examples. | 
Var. OBLITERATUS, var. nov. 

In this form both whitish and dark markings have practically disappeared from 
the wings (the dark pterostigma always excepted), which are nearly uniformly 
brownish-yellow (or vice versa), the posterior paler. But on the anterior there 1s 


usually a faint trace of the pale markings (if examined in a good light), and the 
excised apical margin is narrowly darker with paler interspaces. 


Hab. : as in the type form (Hudson, No. 14). I have examined 
fonr examples. Mr. Hudson also indicates one example from Mt. 
Arthur, Nelson, 3600 feet, January, 1889: this I have not seen. In 
uniformity of coloration this form might be likened to a very diminu- 
tive S. citrinus. 


I sce no reason to doubt that all the examples before me belong 
to the same species. Mr. Hudson is also of that opinion. The forms 
above described represent extreme and intermediate conditions, which 
in all probability could be connected in a long series; but it seemed 
advisable to apply varietal names. 

In the falcate wings, and the character of the markings in the 
type form, there is some resemblance to the North Indian Osmylus 
Langit, McLach., and allied species of Osmylus from the same region. 


Lewisham, London : 
September, 1899. 


CRABRO CAVIFRONS, Tuom., C. PLANIFRONS, Tuom., C. CHRYSOS- 
TOMUS, St. Fara., axb C. SAUNDERS, m. 


BY R-C L. PERKINS, B.A 


In this Magazine (1899, p. 110) I recorded Crabro planifrons, 
Thoms., as occurring in this country. In this I was in error, for the 
examples in question do not belong to that species, which, through the 
kindness of the Rev. F. D. Morice, I have since had the opportunity 
of examining. Mr. Morice obtained males of C. planifrons in Switzer- 
land, and also sent me a female of the same which had been determined 
by Kohl. Although the specimens which I referred to C. planifrons 
are almost certainly identical with the Crabro sexcinctus of Wesmael, 
they apparently require a new name, because the C. sexcinctus of 
Smith 1s another species, in fact, a rather uncommon variety of the 
species we know as C. cephalotes, such as I have occasionally met with 
myself. I therefore propose that the species which is new to this 
country be called Crabro Saunders?, in honour of Mr. Edward Saun- 


